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Arhat, An Extraordinary Everyman
LoCh’ ing

Among all the Buddhist figures, the arhat is of the most interesting one reminding
of the various struggles and ambivalences of the lives of Modern Everyman.

The arhats can be categorized into the following six types. The first type is called
“Unlearn Arhat” which means an arhat who has just finished his monastic training fails
to face mundane temptations of all kinds losing his faith completely at once. This 1s very
much like modern school children constantly swaying between learning and unlearning.

The second type is called “Wondering Arhat” which means an arhat who is
always afraid of losing his faith and position worries between acquisition and deprivation.
This is very much like the nine-to-five working class always tortured among all kinds of
anxieties.

The third type is called “Guardian Arhat” which means an arhat who is
meticulously protecting what he has acquired with great satisfaction. This is very much
like the petty bourgeoisie guarding jealously and fervently all his interests, regardless how
small they are.

The fourth type is called “Dwelling Arhat” which means an arhat who is either
advancing or withdrawing dwells firmly in his old faith as a fundamentalist. This is like
government officials who root in their duties and positions staying put moving to nowhere.



The fifth type is called “statical arhat” which means an arhat whom environments
can never touch refuses to allow any influence being brought to him. This is very much
like the people who is waiting for the coming retirement

The sixth type is called “Firm Arhat” which means an arhat who could brave all
the challenges, temptations and frustrations out with his unique temperament and prevail at
last with his extraordinary determination. This is reminiscent of modern industrial tycoon
or traditional patriarch.

Inthe “Arhat, An Extraordinary Everyman” series, Lo Ch’ ing, for the first time
in the Chinese painting history, fabricated and coined the portraits of a group of arhats that
demonstrate the various intrinsic and extrinsic dilemma confronted by modem everymen
with sensitive investigations and profound reflections.
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